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Text: “I hate them with perfect 
hatred; I count them mine ene- 
mies” (Psa. 139:22). 


Our text is a most unusual one, 
and one which I am sure a great 
many preachers in this day would 
not dare take; and yet it is a text 
which is representative of the life 
and the strength of the Christian 
faith. Today we are seeing more of 
the effects of modernism in our na- 
tional life and in the general psy- 
chology of people everywhere. For 


» instance, we are told that it is 


wrong to hate —- we must not hate 
the Axis powers! How often we 
hear this! 


National Prayer 


Let me mention one dr two plac- 
es where the prevalent modernistic 
tendency of the day is so affecting 
our national life that we can see 
it even on the surface. Take, for 
instance, a call for a day of prayer. 
We have been asked to observe 
Thanksgiving Day and New Year’s 
Day-as a time of-prayer. -Now;- be- 
loved, we need to pray, and as a 
people we must pray; but prayer 
must be the right kind. There is a 
story in the Bible of two men who 
went down to the temple to pray. 
One. was a sinner, and the other 
was a Pharisee. The publican went 


me a sinner.’’ The Pharisee went in 
and said, ‘‘God, I thank thee that I 
am not as other men are. I have 
so-and-so and I have so-and-so.” 


The hour has arrived when the 


old U.S.A. needs to go down 
to the temple and pray; but, in- 
stead of going down and saying, 
“Lord, be merciful to me a sinner,” 
as we ought to say, the tendency 
everywhere is to go down to the 
temple and say, “Lord, we thank 


“thee that we are not like other na- 


tions. We have airplanes, we have 
tanks; we have great resources, 


Lord, Now bless us!” That is the 
“wrong attitude. True, 


genuine, 
Christian prayer. is the prayer, 
“God, be merciful to me a sinner. 
Lord, my hands are dirty; my soul 
is filthy. Lord, forgive me.” 
Pacifism 

Another illustration of the effect 
of modernism is the general em- 
phasis tie pacifism and the way 


“God, be merciful to 


it has undermined our war effort 
and the morale of the people. I 
Shall not forget the experience I 
had a few weeks ago when we 
went to Washington to interview 
the authorities in the Navy and the 
War Departments concerning the 
entrance of chaplains into the 
Army and Navy under the auspices 
of the American Council of Chris- 
tian Churches. We explained to a 
Navy official to whom we were 
speaking that there was not a sin- 
gle pacifist in the denominations 
or among the preachers represent- 
ed in the American Council. He 
|asked us, “Do you know So-and-So 
in- New York?” We said, “Yes, we 
know that preacher.” “Well,” he 
said, “he is a pacifist.” Then he said, 
“Do you know of such and such an 
institution?” We said, ‘‘Yes, we 
know about it.” “Well, you know 
they are teaching these pacifistic 
doctrines out there,” he answered. 
And then the man turned to us, 
and with a saprk in his eyes he 
said, “Why didn’t you men. organ- 
ize this council right after the last 
war, instead of coming in here 
now?” Pacifism, which is so con- 
trary to the Bible, so alien and so 
foreign to the great bulwark of 
the Christian faith, has so under- 
mined the people of~our land, the 
Christian people of our land, that 
they will not stand up and fight 
as they should, when we are at- 
tacked and our liberties are in 
jeopardy, and when our boys must 
go out and fight. 


Brotherhood of Man 


A third illustration is found in 
the general propaganda compaign 
against hate. It is wrong to hate, 
we are told. Oh, yes, it is wrong 
to hate with a certain kind of hate; 
but when the Psalmist says, “I 
hate them with perfect hatred,” he 
is talking about something which 
is a very definitely forgotten as- 
pect of the way everlasting. God’s 
people must know it, and be estab- 
lished in it. We can see where this 
error comes from, since the Satanic 
doctrine of the universal father- 
hood of God and the brotherhood of 
man is preached so generally to- 
day. If all men are true brothers, 
we are told, then brothers must 

(Continued on page three) 


Moody Monthly Praises Prayer Book 


In the DeaMex issue. of Moody 


has an entinasinatio review of the 


editor’s new book, PRAY ER—Ask- 
ing and Receiving. I give the re- 
view here. | 
“Prayer — Asking and Receiv- 
ing, by Evangelist John R. Rice, 
“This book comes as a chal- 
lenge, as an inspiration, and as a 
clarion call to go forward in the 


- holy war against the powers of 


a you want Pies faith re- 


authority, and not as the scribes, 
ancient or modern. The reviewer 
acknowledges his personal in- 
debtedness to the stirring mes- 
sage of this great book and 
wishes for.it a wide circulation. 
“328 pages. 54x84 inches. 
Sword of the Lord Publishers, 
Wheaton, Illinois, abl ae | 
M. I. ” 
Several leading Ponfiohsca are 


‘Tr % 
Findlay, 0 ‘Ohio. We would like to see 
ery Christian store in 


When God’s Patience Wears Out! 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


“And the Lord said, My Spirit shall not always strive with man.” 
— Genesis 6:3. 5 


days about the time when God’s 
patience comes to an end, but that 
is a theme often discussed in the 
Scriptures. The destruction of the 
entire human race, saving only 
Noah and his family, eight souls in 
all was because God grew impa- 
tient with the insatiable, unend- 
ing wickedness of men. God set a 
time limit on His mercy! God de- 
liberately warned that His Holy 
Spirit would not continue indefi- 
nitely striving, warning, pleading 
with wicked man. After one hun- 
dred and twenty years there was 
to come the horrible judgment of 
God in the destruction of the en- 
tire race excepting the family to 
be saved in the ark. 

Read the background for the 
subject in Genesis 6:1-8. 


"And the Lord said, My Spirit 
shall not alawys strive with man, 
for that he also is flesh: yet his days 
shall be an hundred and twenty 
years. There were giants in the 
earth in those days; and also affer 
that, when the sons of God came 
in unto the daughters of men, and 
they bare children to them, the 
same became mighty men which 
were of old, men of renown. And 
God saw that the wickedness of 
man was great in the earth, and that 
every imagination of the thoughts 
of his heart was only evil continual- 
ly. And it repented the Lord that he 
had made man on the earth, and 
it grieved him at his heart. And 
the Lord said, | will destroy man 
whom | have created from the face 
of the earth; both man, and beast, 
and the creeping thing, and the 
fowls of the air; for it repenteth 
me that | have made them. But 
Noah found grace in the eyes of 
the Lord." (Genesis 6:3-8). 

God is the unchanging God, “For 
I am the Lord, I change not.” 


(Malachi 3:6). “Jesus Christ the 
same, yesterday, and today, and 
forever.’”’ (Hebrews 13:8). God’s 
attitude toward sin is exactly the 
same today as it was in thé days 
of Noah before the flood. There is a 
limit to the patience of God. God’s 


———— 


Little is said in the pulpits via 


> 


oe 


spirit will not always strive with 
men. 


|. God's Holy Spirit Does Strive 


God seeking men! God pleading 
with men! How foolish is the idea 
of the modernist that man is al- 
ways seeking God, climbing toward 
God! The contrary teaching of the 
Bible and experience is that men 
are aliens of God, men oppose God, 
rebel against God, and that those 
who are saved are won only by 
the long-seeking and pleading and 
striving of the blessed Spirit of 
God. 


In the Garden of Eden, in the 
cool of the day, God walked and 
called for Adam, “Where art 
thou?’”’ So in the midst of all the 
wickedness of the world before the 
flood when God saw.-that the wick- 
edness of man was so great in the 
earth that “every imagination of 
the thoughts of his heart was only 
evil continually,” still God’s Spirit 
warned men, pleaded with men and 
knocked at the door of every heart 
among those violent, sat armen re- 
beliious Terr 


Oh, today God’s Spirit calls ev- 
ery ‘sinner! 
dies unconverted and goes forever 
to the place of torment but that 
first he was warned, he was plead- 
ed with, he was intreated to turn 
Spirit of God strives with wicked 
sinners. 


And let us remember that peo- 
ple are not saved by preaching of 
itself. They are only saved by such 
preaching as that which has upon 


‘it the breath of , God, the moving 


of the Holy Spirit. Remember that 
people are not saved even by the 
Bible, by the Scriptures alone. The 
Word of God can only be the in- 
strument of men’s salvation as the 
Spirit of God takes it to people’s 
hearts. How fruitless, how power- 
less, 
teaching, all the testimony which 
is not really the moving, the plead- 
ing (the warning and the invita- 
tion of the Spirit of God Himself! 
Men are saved because they are 
called by the Holy Spirit of God. 


It is not the letter of the Word 
that saves. Many preachers who 
quote Scripture are utterly power- 
less. The Word of God is “the 
sword of the Spirit,” and if the 
Spirit does not wield His own 


aa 
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| Spirit of God. so. often. continues 


Not a man ever: 


is all the preaching, all the 


sword it does not cut! But the 
Spirit of God seeks lost men, con- 
victs lost men, warns lost men and 
strives with lost men that they 
may be saved. 

How merciful it would be of God 
if lost men could seek Him and 
find Him, a passive God Who would 
submit to a seeking man’s plead- 


-ings to be saved. And how infinite- 


ly multiplied is the mercy of a God 
Who seeks men, runs after men 
and strives with them that they 
may be saved. 


Men insult God, men blaspheme 
His holy name, and yet His Spirit 
strives with sinners! Men go on 
in drunkenness and licentiousness 
and every form of degrading sin 
and yet the Holy Spirit pleads with 
them. Men may even deny the fact 
of God, may spit on His holy Word, 
may loudly proclaim that they are 
agnostics or atheists, and yet God’s 
Holy Spirit calls them and loves 
them and woos them! Men may 
be long convicted, and may fight 
against God for years, but the Holy 


to warn and convict and call. * 
I was saved when I was not 
more than nine years old. Though I 
was saved so young, I remember a 
long series of incidents through 
(Continued on page two) 


Use ‘The Sword’ As 
Sunday School Paper 


A California pastor and church 
have decided that The Sword of 
the Lord makes the very best Sun- 
day School paper that can be put 
in the hands of adult and young 
people’s classes in the Sunday 
school and ordered twenty copies 
per week sent to one address, and 
then enlarged the order to twen- 


ty-five copies per week to one ad-- 


dress. We believe that the gospel 
sermons by America’s leading soul 
winners, the answers to Bible ques- 
tions, the clear emphasis on godly 
living, soul winning, the separated 
life, and its ficelity to the Bible 
make The Sword of the. Lord an 


ideal paper to be distributed Ti” 


young people’s and adult classes. 
This paper appeals to ministers, 
and hundreds write us that it is 


the most helpful periodical they re- 


ceive, but it is even more surpris- 
ing how the common people enjoy 
the fervent, evangelistic messages 
and Bible teaching therein. 

In order to cooperate with Sun- 


| | day schools wishing to use this plan, 


we make this unusual offer. The 
Sword of the Lord will be sent in 
bundles of ten or more all to one 
address for exactly half price, that 


is, only 50c per year for each pa- ~ > 


per. We are able to do this only 
when the subscriptions are sent to — 


the one address and when thé sub- — 


scriptions are for a year. Then’the 
papers may be given out in the 
Sunday school as desired. We sug- — 
gest that the matter be taken up 
in Sunday school classes and order — 
dd all the classes in the ie 


! 


PAGE TWO 


( Continued from page one) 


which God spoke to my heart and 
convicted me of my sins, I remem- 
ber the Sunday School lesson when 
we learned about the baby Jesus 
born in a stable because there was 
no room for Him in the inn. I was 
not more than four years old at the 
. time I kept that little pictured 
Sunday School card and felt guilty 
© in my heart that human beings 
' like me had no room for Jesus! 
' When I was not more than five I 
' Was deeply moved by a song my 
» mother sang, “Turned away from 
' thé beautiful gate.”’ And I seem 
_ to have known that it was by their 
_ own sinful rebellion and rejection 
' of Christ that men missed Heaven. 
| iI remember some unrest of soul 
| about it. About the same time my 
' mother, after I had told her a lie, 
' talked to me with tears of how 
' God hated a lie, what a sin it was. 
a The occasion was burned on my 
| memory and I know that I felt I 
| . Geserved the just condemnation of 
» God, Surely that was God speak- 
a “ ASS to me through His Holy Spirit! 
@ nm my mother lay on her death 
if _ bed she talked so of the Savior as 
. She had us all promise to meet her 
> in Heaven that I felt myself under 
the spell of her dying smile and 
testimony until the time I trusted 
Christ as my Savior. After moth- 
' ers death I remember the tears 
' and the exhortations of my Sun- 
| day School teacher. I remember 
| the godly pastor who told the story 
' of the prodigal son told how he 
* _- himself had once been a prodigal, 
4 - how he ran away from home and 
». came to want and trouble and how 
~he was forgiven on his return. How 
4 Strange, but it seems that God 
* must have been calling from the 
© first day I knew anything about 
© good and bad, from the first time 
». I ever had a sense of moral re- 
- sponsibility to God! 
™ Oh, the infinite mercy of God’s 
ee Spirit Who strives with men lest 
} Wwe should go to Hell! What conde- 
}  Scension! What long continued 
= mercy! Nearly every person in the 
| world who was ever saved can tes- 
4 _ tify that long before he heeded 
God’s call, they were dealt with 
by the Holy Spirit of God which 
strove with their souls, warning 
haa urging them to be saved. 


Bbc Holy Spirit moves the con- 
‘4 g selance and it becomes more active. 
The Holy Spirit ealls attention to 
accident and death around us. How 
many millions of soldiers, whose 
lives are in danger, now pray when 


ee 
ans 
west 


ie?" 
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& @6©sspirit of God that calls attention 
e to danger and to the need for for- 
* giveness and salvation. The Holy 

: 3 Spirit may use the simplest state- 

»> ment of a wife or mother. He may 

| use the words of a hymn. 

| There are certain physical mani- 

, festations that often appear when 
a sinner is.convicted by the Holy 

i a Spirit. He brings tears to their 

_ eyes. He is the cause of the quiv- 
E _ ering lip, or of a throbbing in the 
a4 throat. Many times when manifest- 
> ly the Spirit of God was striving 
with sinners, I have seen them 
break out in a profused sweat. 

Twice at least I have known men 

under deep conviction too lose con- 

' sciousness, to faint. One such man 

*  ###was a drunkard in Pacific Garden 

f Mission who said he had tried 

everything else-dtid this was the 

last chemce”to escape slavery and 
eternal ruin. The other was in 

Binghamton, New York,’ whom I 

will mention later. 


7 4 A sinner under conviction, one 
' with whom the Spirit of God is 
_ striving, may become violently 

a - gry or abusive. My father, ap- 
proa by a personal worker in 
a revival service more than fifty 
years ago left the clurch in an- 
ger and swore that he would never 
enter its doors again. But that 
night he found no sleep, and the 


they never prayed before! It is the} 


: SWORD. OF THE LORD 


ie _ Entered as second-class matter, 
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j WHEN GOD’S PATIENCE WEARS OUT! 


next morning, a humble but rejoic- 
ing believer in Christ, he sat ‘on 
the same church steps waiting for 
the janitor to open the door for a 
sunrise prayer meeting! And how 
foolish it would be for a Christian 
to be offended or discouraged with 
such a sinner as long as the Spirit 
of God still strives with him. 
Rather we should be bold, should 
press the attack if the Spirit clear- 
ly leads and gratefully looks for- 
ward to blessing as the Holy Spirit 
works. 

The fact that the Holy Spirit 
of God does strive with sinners is 
a wonderful mark of the mercy 


of God, and is the only hope of 


poor sinners who would not seek 
God if they were not first sought 
by His Spirit. 

It does not seem strange to me 
that God’s patience wears out. It 
does not seem strange to me that 
God sent a flood when the whole 
world was corrupted when “God 
saw that the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth, and that 
every imagination of the thoughts 
of his heart was only evil continu- 
ally,” as Genesis 6:5 tells us that 
He did. Note that it was not only 
that man’s wickedness was great 
in outward action. But men were 
wicked in the heart, in their im- 
agination. And notice that liter- 
ally “every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart”. was evil. 
Further that every thought, every 
imagination, dream and idea of 
men “was only evil continually.” 
How wicked was the race of falien 
men! And so God said, “My spirit 
shall not always strive with man, 
for that he also is flesh; yet his 
days shall be an hundred and twen- 
ty years.” (Genésis 6:3) 


No, it is not strange that God 
as last turned from mercy to judg- 
ment. It does not seem strange to 
me~that He decided to bring His 
pleading, His striving with the 
hearts of those men, to an end. it 
does not seem strange His blessed 
Holy Spirit should give those. men 
up to their sins. Rather, the re- 
markable thing is the Holy Spirit 
continued to plead for another one 
hundred and twenty years after 
the whole race was debased beyond 
any hope of redemption, with the 
single exception of Noah and his 
family! God’s spirit does strive 
with men. 


ll. But God's Patience Does 
Wear Out 


At long last the ark was fin- 
ished. At 23 or 24 inches to a. cu- 
bit, it was probably about six hun- 
dred feet long, one hundred feet 
wide, sixty feet high. It was three 
stories high. The boat had ocean- 
liner proportions, and was equipped 
to carry two of every kind 
of beast on the face of the whole 
earth, with seven of every clean 
beast, and with food for both men 
and animals. It took a hundred and 
twenty years to prepare it, and 
all that long time Noah was a 
preacher of righteousness. All that 
long time the Holy Spirit of God 
spoke to the people’s hearts, strove 
with men, urged them to turn to 
God. For a hundred and twenty 
years the population in Noah’s 
country heard the ring of the ham- 
mers, saw the big boat taking form. 
Hundreds of people must have been 
occupied in felling the trees, dress- 
ing the timbers for the boat and 
building it, and in collecting the 
food for men, the grain and hay 
for the animals. I have no doubt 
that the news of ‘“Noah’s folly” in 
that one hundred and twenty years 
ywent wherever men had wandered 


lions of people knew about Noah’s 
ark, knew about his preaching, 
laughed at his Warnnee, at Noah’s 
hn 


think the correct meaning of 
1 Peter 3:18 and 19 is that Christ, 
by the Spirit, went and preached 
to those spirits who are now im 
prison, but did it theh when God’s 
Holy Spirit was striving with the 
men in Noah’s day and Christ 
preached to them through the 
Spirit, by the mouth of Noah, be- 
fore they died. Christ was preach- 
ing to them when Noah preached. 
Pa when the hundred and twen- 
were gone, God’s patience, 
8 forbearance, were ended. It 


in the world before the flood, Mil-’ 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


came when God must’ put em- 
phasis on righteousness, after the 


came when God must show 
holiness, as He had,shown His 
love, ; 

God said to Noah, ‘“‘Come sthou 
and all thy house into the .ark.” 
Noah had seven days’ notice and 
the activity must have been like 
a gigantic circus preparing for an 
ocean voyage! When all were in 
the ark, Noah, his wife, his sons 
and their wives, and all the beasts 
and fowls that God had to walk 
up the gangplank had entered the 
ark, God Himself shut the door! 
Then the fountains of the deép 
were opened. Then the windows of 
Heaven poured out floods of water. 
Forty days and nights it rained. 
Soon the lowlands were covered, 
then the hills. I can imagine hun- 
dreds of people screaming and 
hammering on the sides of the 
ark, wanting inside. But God had 
shut the door. God’s patience had 
come to an end. Every trapped 
family. who died in their homes 
knew it was the act of an im- 
patient God. Those who were swept 
from roof-tops, those who ran 
panting across the plains trying to 
outrun the wall of flood waters, 
knew when they were overwhelmed 
by the turgid swirling waters, that 
it was God’s wrath which had struck 
at last. Every fear-frenzied woman 
who prayed and cried as_ she 
scratched at the giant beams and 
planks of the ark when it began to 
float, ignored by the God Who had 
shut up Heaven against the pray- 
ers of wicked men, the God who 
had withdrawn His Spirit, knew 
that at last God’s patience had 
worn out! 


In Genesis 15:16 tne Lord told 
Abraham that ‘the iniquity of the 
Amorites is not yet full.” Abra- 
ham could not yet take the land 
of the Amorites, Though they were 
idolaters, though they had earned 
the wrath of God, they had not yet 
reached a certain set limit which 
God in His own infinite wisdom 
and mercy had set. When they 
crossed that line, God would then 
decree their uttermost destruction. 
Four hundred years passed. The 
children of Israel were brought 
out of Egypt and back into the land 
promised to Abraham. And in Deu- 
teronomy 20:16 and 17 we have 
the startling command of God; 
“But of the cities of these peo- 
ple, which the Lord thy God doth 
give thee for an inheritance, thou 
shalt save alive nothing that 
breatheth: But thou shalt utterly 
destroy them; namely. . .. The 
Amorites. ....’ After infinite 
patience and mercy, after long long 
struggling and pleading by the 
Spirit of God with an idolatrous 
and wicked people, God’s patience 
wore out! And so he decreed the 
utter destruction of every man 
woman and child, God has said, 
“My spirit shall not always strive 
with man.” 


exhibited matchless patience. 
Through the -centuries He sent 
prophets and warned them. At last 
the Northern kingdom was sent in- 
to captivity. Then long later the 
Southern kingdom of Judah wore 
out the patience of God. God called 
for Nebuchadnezzar to surround 
and take the city. Women ate their 
own children in the famine, After 
a terrible slaughter the city was 
taken and the king had his eyes 
put out. The king’s children were 
Slain. The remnant of people, ali 
but the very poorest were chained 
and carried captive to Babylon. 


down. It was stripped of its gold 
and silver to the value of millions 


But God was patient with the 
remnant, After seyenty years the 
remnant went back to Jerusalem 
and under Ezra a then under 
Nehemiah they rebuilt the wall. 
Later the temple was rebuilt and 


land. The Savior came. God sent 
His own Son, born of a virgin. Of- 
ficially the Jews. despised and re- 
The Savior was put 

to death. Stephen was. stoned. 
James was beheaded. Christians 
were scattered. But the warning 
of the Savior, long unheeded, came 
to. pass. In A. D, Titus, the 
eral, besieged that 
city, and took it. 
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long emphasis on mercy. The - 


With the children of Israel, God" 


The temple of God was burned| 


and Jerusalem was a desolate city. 


Jews of all the tribes had a home- 


‘The golden candlestick and other} pardonable sin, a sin that has no 


nant were sold as slaves until Jew- 
ish slaves became a drug on the 
market and buyers could not be 
found. And ever since that time 
the land has been trodden under 
foot of the Gentiles and so it will 


-Gentiles be come in! (Luke 21:20- 
24) A horrible blindness came over 
the whole Jewish race, (Rom. 11: 
25). God’s patience wore out with 
Israel. 

Do not misunderstand me. God 


“still has plans for His chosen peo- 


ple Israel, and will keep every 
promise He ever made to them. 
Enemies. of Israel are under the 
curse of God. Hitler does Satan’s 
horrible business. But out of every 
concentration camp, out of every 
overrun country where Jews are 
suffering today, comes this lesson 
to us; GOD’S PATIENCE DOES 
WEAR OUT! “My spirit shall not 
always strive with man,” says the 
Lord. Romans 11:26, with many 
other Scriptures, tells of the time 
when the eyes of the blinded Jews 
will be opened and a nation will be 
converted in a day. Oh, may God 
speed the time! But let every Gen- 
tile take warning. Let every Christ- 
rejector. be solemnly reminded, 
God’s spirit will not always strive 
with man. 

Down in Egypt,.God sent Mases 
to Pharaoh bringing the message 
of the Lord, ‘‘Let my people go.” 
You know the, plagues that came 
on Egypt, plagues of water turned 
to blood, of frogs in the dough 
pans and in the, beds, of a tor- 
ment of flies, flies, flies everywhere, 
of the irresistible hail destroying 
everything alive that was unpro- 
tected; of the lice, of the diseases, 
of the impenetrable darkness and 
finally the midnight; cry- and the 
death of the first-born in every 
family where there was not blood 
on the door when the death angel 
passed over. Read that story in 
Exodus from chapter five through 
chapter twelve how Pharaoh dilly- 
dallied. He begged for a temporary 
respite, but there was no genuine 
repentance. He was willing for the 
Israelites to worship God but only 
in the land; then the men were to 
be permitted to go a little ways, 
not far; women and children were 
to be left behind. Later after 
further punishment women and 
children might go as well as men, 
but all their cattle must be left 
behind. We are told again and 
again that Pharaoh hardened his 
heart, and we are told that God 
hardened Pharaoh’s heart too. God 
had been kind to Pharaoh but 
God’s patience was running -out. 

At last the children of Israel 
left the land of bondage, left af- 
ter eating the passover lamb with 
staves in their hands and with 
their loins girded..God opened the 
Red Sea and the children of. Israel 
marched through in the night. 
Pharaoh gathered his army and 
pursued after the fleeing Israel- 
ites, When they were in the midst 
of the Red Sea God told Moses to 
stretch out his hand in which was 
the rod of God. The mighty waters 
of the Red Sea, released from their 
invisible restraint, crashed  to- 
gether, covering Paraoh and his 
army and they were utterly des- 
troyed. As Pharaoh strangled .in 
terror in the waters of the Red Sea 
he surely must have remembered 
that God’s patience does not go 
on forever! God plainly said, “My 
spirit shall not always strive with 
man.” 


lll. God Sometimes Withdraws. His 
Spirit from Striving with Sinners; 
The sapercenares Sin 

As God deals with nations so He 
deals with individuals in that His 
mercy, long scorned and rejected, 
is followed by judgment. God loses 
patience with nations. God also 
loses patience with individuals. 
God’s spirit had no doubt dealt 
with every individual who died in 
the flood. In every case they had 


had adequate warning. In every 


case they had rejected the striv- 
ings of the Holy Spirit of God. 
God was talking about individuals 
when He said, ‘‘My spirit Shall not 
always strive with man.” 

When the Holy Spirit ceases to 
strive with a lost sinner, when 
the Holy Spirit does not call, does 
not plead, does not convict, then 


that sinner is lost forever, beyond} 


any hope of ‘salvation. 
This means that there is an un- 


ers: 


orgiveness. J esus said in Matthew 


12: 31, 32: 

“Wherefore I say unto you, All} 
| manner of sin and blasphemy shall | BO* 
| be forgiven unto men; but the blas-|. 


against the Holy Ghost shall 


| Phemy 
not be forgiven unto men. 


continue until the fulness of the. 


Priday, February 5, 1943. 


whosoever speaketh a word against 
the Son of man, it shall be forgiv- 
en him: but whosoever speaketh 
against the Holy Ghost, it shall not 
be forgiven him, neither in this 
world, neither in the w or ld to 


is ork that the unpardonable ain 
that had never forgiveness was not 
talking about the Holy Spirit. It 
was not simply ascribing the works 
of the Spirit to Satan. No, no, the 
unpardonable sin is deeper than 
that. It is a personal resistance 
against the Spirit, a blasphemous 
attitude toward the Spirit Himself 
that so grieves the Spirit as to 


drive Him away so that He no - 


longer struggles with a sinner, no 
longer warns and convicts, : 
Some modern theologians have 
invented the idea unheard of by 
our fathers, that no longer can one 
commit the unpardonable sin. But 
I make bold to believe that God 
still says, “My Spirit shall not al- 
ways strive with man.” God has 


Nnot changed. His mercy has not 


changed and His wrath has not 
changed. His mercy still wears out! 


I think I can show you in a mo- 


ment that men will continue to — 


commit the unpardonable sin. In 


Revelation 13:8, we are told, “And . 


all that dwell upon the earth shall 
worship him (the man of sin, the 
anti-Christ, the Beast), whose 
names are not written in the book 
of life of the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world.” There it 
is clear that all who worship the 
Beast miss forever their chance of. 
salvation. Their names are not 
written in the book of life. And 
Revelation 14:10 and 11 expressly 
say that all who worship the Beast 
and take his mark shall be tor- 
mented in Hell. The time men- 
tioned here is in the future great 
tribulation when the man of sin or 
that great dictator, “the Beast,” 
the anti-Christ, shall: appear. Mil- 
lions will then commit the unpar- 
donable sin. Those who take the 
mark of the Beast can never be 
saved. They can never be forgiven, 
hence it is clear they will have 
committed the unpardonable sin. 
Hebrews 6:4-6 tells how certain 
people who have been greatly en- 
lightened and convicted concerning 
Christ, if they fall away from this 
conviction and enlightenment can 
never be saved. It is impossible “to 
renew them again unto repentance; 
seeing they crucify to themselves 
the Son of God afresh, and put him 
to an open shame.” Such people 
can never be brought back to the 
place where they might repent. 
This, of course, is the unpardon- 
able sin. This is long after. the per- 
sonal ministry of Christ. And the 
context, specially verse nine, in the 
same chapter shows that God’ is 


not talking about the backsliding™ 


of a Christian, but about the un- 
pardonable sin of a lost man. Peo- 
ple still do commit the. unpardon- 
able sin. 


Does not the Holy Spirit of God 


go along with people, convicting 
sinners today, as He did in Bible 
times? Do not sinners resist: the 
Spirit or ignore His pleadings now, 
as then? And sometimes, no doubt, 
there comes a crsis with a lost man 
when he must say “yes” or “no,’’ 
a definite, eternal decision. Some- 
times a..sinner finds himself so 
pressed by the Holy Spirit that he 
must be saved at once or be for- 
ever lost. God’s Spirit will not al- 
ways strive with men. Sometimes 
God’s Holy Spirit ceases His warn- 
ing, His pleadings, and men cannot 
be saved, because they will not 
want to be saved. 

I was preaching in revival serv- 
ices in the open air in East Dallas 
some years ago. One night we 


closed the services after a number . 


of people had been saved. AS a 
few of the workers sat about and 
planned, and rejoiced over God’s 
blessings, @ man came running 
down the sidewalk, turned into the 
lot where the meetings were held 
under the stars. Panting, deeply 
agitated, he said to me, “Oh, Broth- 
er Rice, I’m so glad you're still 
here! I was afraid you would be 


gone!” Then he told me how he had | 


heard the sermon that evening, had 
been deeply moved, but resisted 
God’s invitation.._When the service 
dismissed he went homeward, but 
(Continued on page three) 
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~ WHEN GOD’S PATIENCE WEARS OUT! 


(Continued from page two) 


every step of the way the Spirit 
of God struggled with him and 


warned him. He said -something’ 


like this, “As I walked those six 
blocks something told me that to- 
night was my chance -to be saved, 
that I would run an awful risk if 
I went home without ‘Christ. But I 
went on. When I turned into my 
own. front yard, the Holy Spirit 
told me, ‘This is your last call. 


' If you do not get saved tonight you 


will never be saved. It is now or 
never.’ When I stepped on the 
porch the Holy Spirit seemed to 
say to me, ‘if you go in that house 
unsaved I will never speak to you 
about this matter again. I will nev- 
er convict you, I will never warn 
you again.’ But when I had a hand 
on the door knob God seemed to 


cry out to me, ‘This is your last 


warning! It is now or never!’ Then 
I turned and ran the six: blocks 


‘back to this place of meeting to 


see you. Oh, I must be saved to- 
night!” That night he gave himself 
to Christ and went home with 
peace and. forgiveness. I do not 
doubt that God really spoke to him, 
as he said, for God “will not al- 
ways strive with man!” 

In a blessed union revival cam- 
paign in Binghamton Theatre, 
Binghamton, New York, in 1936, 
I saw one ‘night out in the audi- 
ence a man. deeply concerned as 
friends talked with him. about his 
soul. The sweat broke out on his 
forehead. He forcibly grasped the 
seat before him. I pleaded from 
the platform. The congregation 
sang so earnestly! The Spirit of 
God struggled with him. Suddenly 
he fell over in a faint. Friends 
carried him outside into the zero 
weather and there he was revived. 
One worker said to him, “You stay 
here with your friend and I will 
get my car and take you home.” 
But the young man who had faint- 
ed said, “No! I must go back in. 1 
must get this matter settled to- 
night.” When they remonstrated 
with him that he was sick, he re- 
plied, “But this is my last chance, 
I know it. God has told me that 
if I do not settle this tonight I 
will never be saved.’”’ He came in- 
side. The services had already been 
dismissed but he came to the wings 
on the stage and called for me and 
there told me he knew he must be 
saved that night. Thank God he 
was! 

Are you burdened about your 
soul? Then you have not commit- 
ted the unpardonable sin. Revela- 
tion 22:17 proves that whosoever 
will may take of the water of life. 
If you had committed the unpar- 
donable sin your heart would be 
like ice. You would not be con- 
cerned about your soul, You would 
not be reading this sermon. I have 
had conferences with many and 


letters from many who feared that. 


they had committed the unpardon- 
able sin, but none of them had. In 
the first place a Christian never 
commits an unpardonable sin, since 
his sins, past and future, are al- 
ready all pardoned. In the second 
piace, if a lost sinner is burdened 
about his soul and is convicted, 
then the Spirit of God has not de- 
parted from him. God’s Holy Spirit 
is still striving with him. That is 


‘what makes him want to be saved, 


what makes him concerned, That is 
the reason he is convicted concern- 
ing his sins. Oh, dear friend, if the 
Spirit of God speaks to your’ heart 
today, 1 beg you to be saved! God’s 
Spirit will not always strive with 
men! : 


IV. Sudden Destruction May Come 


When God's Spirit Withdraws 
God’s Holy Spirit warns the sin- 


ner, pleads with the sinner, strives 


again and again with the Christ- 
rejecting sinner. Then at long last 


~God’s patience wears out. That may 


mean that a sinner commits the 
unpardonable sin, as we have said, 
in such an attitude toward the woo- 
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ing of the Spirit that he can nev- 
er be convicted, that he never will 
want to repent, that he never will 
be saved. No one can be saved 
without the work of the Spirit of 
God on his heart. 

But often ‘God’s wrath is ex- 
pressed in sudden destruction, not 
in simply allowing a poor lost sin- 
ner to go on without the Spirit’s 
pleading, already condemned and 
lost. Often God sends terrible and 
sudden death, when His patience 
is worn out, when His Holy Spirit 
will no longer be insulted or ig- 
nored and ceases to call men and 
reprove them. 

That is clearly what happened to 
the hosts of people who went on 
in’ their wild and sinful way, ig- 
noring the call of the Spirit of 
God, before the flood. In their case 
when God’s patience wore out af- 
.ter long long years of pleading, 
God’s Spirit ceased to strive, then 
came the flood. A brief calcula- 


Genesis will show that in the 1700 


until the flood, with men and wom- 


these millions died in the flood, 


destruction. 


Proverbs 29:1. ‘“‘He, that often re- 
proved hardeneth his neck, shall 
suddenly be destroyed, and that 
without remedy.” 


We know that God often visits 
death on His own children, Chris- 
tians, because of their sins, I Cor- 
inthians 11:29 tells us, “For he 
that eateth and drinketh unworth- 
ily, eateth and drinketh damna- 
tion to himself, not discerning the 
Lord’s body.’ Damnation here 
must mean sickness and death, for 
the next verse says, “For this 
cause many are weak and sickly 
among you, and many sleep.”’ Many 
of those at Corinth went to the 
Lord’s table with drunkenness, or 
ate of the Lord’s supper unworth- 


Lord but whose body sleeps. 


ner. He laid the matter out be- 
died, apparently in splendid health. 


ure. I have no doubt they were 


I trust they were children of God, 
but as disobedient children they 
hardened their hearts when they 


glorify His name. 


principally of unsaved 


stroyed, and that without remedy.” 


jecting earnest pleading 


tion based on the fifth chapter of 
years or so from the birth of Seth‘ 


en normadly living hundred of years 
to bear children, the earth was 
filled with millions of people. And 


died as an eternal warning of the 
wrath of God when God’s patience 
wore out, that. when God’s Spirit 
ceased to strive then came sudden 


That is the solemn warning of 


ily, and for that very reason were 
weak and sickly, and many even 
died or were “asleep,’”’ which is a 
New Testament term for a Chris- 
tian who has gone to be with the 


I know a church where a num- 
ber of members, for selfish and 
worldly reasons, were joined in a 
conspiracy against the pastor, a 
godly and greatly used soul win- 


fore the Lord and left it there, Of 
that small circle, three men soon 


Two after very brief sicknesses 
and one suddenly with heart fail- 


saved and they went to Heaven, for 


were reproved often, and so, phy- 
sically, they were destroyed sud- 
denly. Oh, preachers assailed, and 
Slandered by self-willed, worldly- 
‘minded, rule-or-ruin church mem- 
bers and officers, take-the matter 
te the Lord and trust Him. -Be 
faithful in rebuking sin, in the 
Spirit of Christ, and expect God 
to bring judgment when it will 


But those under discussion in 
Genesis 6:3 are lost people. when 
God said, “My Spirit shall not al- 
ways strive with men,” He had in 
mind the wrestling of the Spirit 
with lost men, trying to bring them 
to repentance and salvation. And 
, people did 
God say in Proverbs 29:1, “He 
that being often reproved harden- 
eth his neek, shall suddenly be de- 


_How often have I seen the wick- 
ed, after great conviction, after re- 
of men, 
after turning aside from the deep 
conviction wrought in the heart by 

= Holy Spirit, be suddenly struck 
}down! . 


I was a teen-age lad in West 
Texas, when on a Saturday night, 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


I am not ready yet. I am not go- 
ing.” 

Further pleading proved useless 
and I left him. 

One week went by, and on the 
next Saturday afternoon he was in 
town driving a colt to a. breaking 
cart. When someone, in the rough 


cowboy idea of fun, sailed his Stet- 


son hat at the young horse, he 
bolted, jerking my friend from the 
cart. He arose, dusted off himself, 
and laughed with the rest. Some- 
one caught the wild colt and soon 
the young man was driving home 
apparently unhurt. His father and 
brothers came later and found him 
unconscious on the country road. 
The fall from the cart had injured 
him. I suppose a blood-clot had 
formed. on the brain. He was un- 
conscious until the next day, when 
he died. How little did either of 
us suspect when I pleaded with him 
that Saturday night, that within 
less than a week he would have 
his last conscious moment on earth, 


and in a few hours more he would |- 


be dead! His Christian father had 
often spoken to his son, and in my 
presence had—often asked prayer 
for him. Many others had spoken 
to the lad. “He, that being often 
reproved hardeneth his neck, shall 
suddenly be destroyed.”’ God’s Spir- 
it does not always continue to 
strive! Sometimes, when God’s pa- 
tience wears out, there comes sud- 
den destruction. 


How many men are now dead 
and in Hell, who have heard me 
preach the gospel! In a number of 
cases, unsaved men, a few hours 
after they rejected the gospel and 
resisted the Holy Spirit who con- 
victed them of sin and urged them 
to accept the Saviour, as I preached 
the gospel to them, died suddenly 
within a few hours. Elsewhere I 
have told how in Waxahachie, Tex- 
es, a garage man heard me preach 
one ev g, was deeply concerned 
but turned down the Saviour, and 
the next evening he was suddenly 
killed in. an accident. I have told 
elsewhere how in the same city and 
the following night a man who, 
two nights before had attended the 
services, had heard me preach the 
gospel in a stern message of warn- 
ing, was shot through the heart 
by an unknown assailant. His wife 
and daughters had heard me pre- 
dict that I feared someone would 
go out to meet God suddenly with- 
in twenty-four hours. The wife 
called me to preach his funeral 
sermon. I have told often of how a 
young man heard me preach one 
night in Roosevelt, Oklahoma, was 
warned with tears by his mother at 
the luncheon table the next day at 
noon, and at about 1:40 p.m. was 
killed by a train. Elsewhere I have 
told. how a young Indian at Kaw, 
Oklahoma, was invited to hear me 
preach, but laughed the matter off, 
and that night lay drunk onthe 
railroad track and was cut in two 
by a train. ‘My Spirit shall not 
always strive with man,” says the 
Lord. And the stern warning is 
that “He, that being often re- 
proved hardeneth his neck, shall 
suddenly be destroyed, and that 
without remedy.” : 

If you do not like that kind of 
preaching, then you do not like the 
Bible. No doubt the people in No- 
ah’s day did not like it. They may 


have thought, “I do not like death- 


bed tales in the pulpit.” No doubt 
they said, “You can’t scare us. We 
do not believe in that kind of 
preaching. Why don’t you preach 
the love of God?’’ Well, the love 
of God is a great fact, but the 
wrath of God is a fact, too. God’s 
patience, His long-suffering, His in- 
finite mercy, ought to be pro- 
claimed, and then we ought to pro- 
claim that God’s Spirit will not 
always strive with man. We ought 
to preach that the man who, be- 
ing often reproved hardens his 
neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, 
with irremediable destruction! 


My evangelist brother, William 
H, Rice, a few weeks ago had 
revival services in the North 
Woods of Michigan, and many, by 
God’s grace, were saved. I have 
before me my brother’s letter tell- 
ing an incident of sudden destruc- 
tion on one who had been often re- 
proved and hardened his heart: 

“Qne incident occurred, John, 
that stirred the entire community 
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Clare Dafoe tried to deal with him. 
He climbed into the haymow where 
he was storing hay and helped him 
with his work. When they were 
finished and started to go down, 
Mr. Dafoe, who is a real soul-win- 
ner, began talking with him about 
the Lord. The man sat on the floor 
with his legs dangling through the 
opening of the door and told Clare 
he very definitely had no time for 
Christ... . The next Monday morn- 
ing Myr. F——— was again working 
in the haymow when he slipped 
and fell to the ground below, land- 
ing on the right side of his face. 
He died in a few hours and was 
buried the following Thursday. 


“The news spread like a forest 
fire and made many think seriously 
about the foolishness of rejecting 
Christ. Four were saved that 
Monday night when I spoke on the 
text, ‘It is appointed unto men once 
to die.’ Others were saved during 
the meetings as a direct result of 
Mr. F——’s death.” 


I also have before me a sermon 
by Sam Jones, a famous evangelist 
of a past generation, on the text 
“He, that being often reproved 
hardeneth his neck shall suddenly 
be destroyed, and that without 
remedy.” This same Southern evan- 
gelist told of case after case where 
men, who had been often warned 
of their sin and urged to repent 
and turn to the Saviour, had died 
suddenly. 


Oh, if some sinner reads this 
who has been moved of the Spirit 
of God to turn and be saved, I beg 
you, trust the Saviour today. Run 
to His open arms of mercy! Before 
the Holy Spirit leaves you, before 
God’s Spirit ceases to strive, before 
God’s patience wears out, I beg 
you, turn to the Lord and be saved! 
For those who repent, there is mer- 
cy and pardon and life everlasting. 
As soon as you are willing to turn 
your heart away from your sin to 
trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, He 
is ready to give you everlasting 
life. 

God’s Spirit may not call tomor- 
row. Isaiah 55:6, 7 says, “Seek ye 
the Lord. while he may be found, 
call ye upon him while he is near: 
Let the wicked forsake his way, 
and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts: and let him return unto 


the Lord, and he will have mercy 


} upon him; and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon.” 


Oh, if the millions who died in 
the flood could only hear that sweet 
invitation! But they would not-heed 
the Spirit when He called, when 
He: pleaded, when He strove with 
them. And then He was taken 
away. God’s Spirit will not always 
strive with men. But He is striv- 
ing with you today. You are con- 
scious of your guilt. You know you 
must one day meet God, whether 
prepared or not prepared. Will you 
take advantage of your opportun- 
ity, repent of your sins, trust 
Christ to save you today, before 
God’s patience wears out? 


If- you are a poor, unsaved sin- 
ner, and if you know that God to- 
day is calling on you to repent of 
your sins and be saved, by all 
means do it now! Will you tell the 
Lord Jesus this moment, in your 
heart, that you want His forgive- 
ness, that you will here and now 
trust Him and take Him as your 
own Saviour? Perhaps you will 
kneel down. there in your room, or 
go to a secret place and once for 
all give yourself to the Lord Jesus, 


The Brotherhood 
of Man 


D. L. Moopy 


_I want to say very emphatically 
that I have no sympathy with the 
doctrine of universal brotherhood 
and universal fatherhood. I don’t 
believe one word of it. NP 


If a man lives in the flesh and 
serves the flesh, he is a child of the 
devil. That is pretty strong lan- 
guage, but it is what Christ said. 
It brought down a hornet’s nest 
upon His head, and helped to has-. 
ten Him to the cross. Neverthelets 
it is true. Show me a man that will 
lie and steal and get drunk—do you 
tell me he is my brother? Not a 
bit of it. He must be born into the 
household of faith before he be- 
comes my brother in Christ. He is 
an alien, he is a stranger to the 
grace of God, he is an enemy to 
God, he is not a friend. 

Before a man can cry, “Abba, 


| Father,” he must be born from 
4 above, born of the Spirit. 


A Forgotten Aspect of 


The Way Everlasting 
(Continued from page one) 


love, each other as brothers. If you 
accept the premise that all men 
are brothers, and that God is the 
Father of all men, then, of course, 
the cortlusion follows, because it 
is perfectly plain in the Scriptures 
that God enjoins those of us who 
are brothers to love each other. 
‘‘He that hateth his brother,” says 
the beloved disciple in the First 
Epistle of John, “is in darkness.’ 
“He that loveth not his brother, 
whom he hath seen, how can he 
love God whom he hath not seen?” 
True Christians love each other. 
(But we cannot have. the same 
kind of brotherly love for those 
who are by nature enemies of God 
and of righteousness. We only love 
lost sinners as lost sinners and 
want to see them saved. We can- 
not love them as Christian breth- 
ren—Editor.) 


But — and it is a big “but”— 
the Bible draws the line between 
those who are the saved and those 
who are the lost. It distinguishes 
between those who are of the 
brotherhood of the Lord and those 
who are of the brotherhood of Sa- 


tan. When this distinction is rec- — 


ognized, the confusion which ap- 
pears today in so much of the 
preaching vanishes, and God’s peo- 
ple, redeemed by the precious blood 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, know 
that there are people on this earth 
who are not redeemed, who love 
wickedness and delight themselves 
in iniquity. From such are those 
who would kill and destroy and es- 
tablish tyranny on the earth. That 
is why true, great, Gospel preach- 
ing emphasizes the redeemed, their 
fellowship, their communion, and 
(Continued on page four) 


lay down your rebellion, accept the 
offer of mercy so sweetly brought 
by the Holy Spirit. And when you 
put your trust in the dear Saviour, 
salvation is yours! If you will do 
that today, then write me a letter 
like the following, or sign your 
name to this statement and clip it 
out and mail it. Go on record to- 
day! How glad I will be to receive 
your decision, and will send you~ 
personal letter of counsel and in- 
struction and rejoicing. Settle it 
and sign it and mail it today! 


Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
The Sword of the Lord 

145 North Hale Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 

Dear Brother Rice: 


I have read your sermon When 
God Loses His Patience. I confess 
myself a poor lost sinner. God’s 


Spirit has spoken to my heart. I _ 


know I need the Lord’ Jésus as my 
Saviour. So here and now I repent 
of my sins and trust Christ to sav@ 
me. By God’s grace, I here and now 
accept God’s offer of mercy and 
forgiveness. I will claim Christ as 
my own Saviour and will seek to 
live for Him the remainder of my 
life, by His grace, : 


Address . 


a Qh 


“Rejoice in the Lord alway: and 
again I say, Rejoice. Bi al 

“Let your moderation be known 
unto all men. The Lord is at hand. 

“Be careful for nothing; but in 
every thing by prayer and suppli- 


| cation with thanksgiving let your . 


requests be made known unto God. 

“And the peace of God, which 
passeth all understanding, shall 
keep your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus. 

“Finally, brethren, whatsoever 
things are true, whatsoever things 
are honest, whatsoever things are 
just, whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, what- 
soever things are of good report; 
if there be any virtue, and if there 
be any praise, think on these 
things.” — Philippians 4:4-8. 
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| PAGE FOUR 


PA Forgotten Aspect of 
a | The Way Everlasting 


(Continued from page three) * 


warns those who are lost to repent 
nd turn Jesus Christ. Those 
x who are sons of God, the redeemed 
. by the Lord Jesus Christ, cannot 
have communion and fellowship | 
with those who are wicked, and 
who do not honor the Lord God. 
Recall, please, in the Old Testa- 
' ment, when David was speaking of 
» our Saviour — and this same text 
4 ' is repeated by the author ofthe 
- Book of Hebrews — he said, ““Thou 
- hast loved righteousness, and hat- 
4 ed iniquity; therefore God hath ex- 
4 - alted thee.’’ The Son of God hated 
- iniquity! The part which is forgot- 
' ten today is the hating of iniquity 
' ‘The emphasis is so much upon love 
» that we are inclined to love the 
' Devil himself and to put our arms 
' about the demons and tell them 
| they are our brothers, This is mod- 
' ernism following its own logical 
= ## course. It wants us to love the Dev- 
- il, its author, and to turn from 
_ Christ, our Saviour. 


1. It Ils Not Sin to Hate with a 
Perfect Hatred 


Now, let us turn to our passage 
here in the 139th Psalm, and let 
' us see two things which are em- 
®  phasized for us. In the first place 
© itis not sin to “hate .... with per- 
» fect hatred.” And in the second 
place, let us see that it is sin not 
to hate evil. As we expound this 
_ passage I am sure that a message 
g - of this kind is foreign to what most 
people would expect, or have ever 
heard, but it needs to be preached 
- these ‘dark hours in the life of our 
' nation. Where'do we find this text, 
| ‘*T hate them with perfect hatred” ? 
| You find it at the conclusion of 
™ Psalm 139. In that Psalm notice 
» verses 17 and 18, The Psalmist is 
meditating upon the Lord. He is 
» speaking about God. “How precious 
» also are thy thoughts unto me, O 
God! how great is the sum of them! 
If I should count them, they are 
* more in number than the sand: 
» when I awake, I am still with thee.” 
The Psalmist.is in contemplation 
of God, and that is eternal life. 
“And this is life eternal, that they 
_ might know thee the only true, 
f God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou 
4g hast sent” (John 17:3). What. do 
' we find in the earlier verses of this 


Ps 
Pat” 
a 
el 


templation on the part of the 
' Psalmist of God’s presence: It 
' floods and fills him. The Psalmist 
> goes on to remind himself that he 
— cannot think a thought; he can- 
E. aot move his tongue; he cannot 
' ven lift his leg or take a step 


‘ compassed by the Lord. “My down- 
ings, ay thoughts, my path, 


“a s on to say, “Such Knowledge 
. an too wonderful for me; it is high, 
2 iT cannot attain to it.” He is enjoy- 
“ing His Lord! Then he turns his 
“meditation to himself and says, 
“Whither shall I flee from thy pres- 
* ence? If I ascend up into heaven. 
= thou art there: if I make my bed 

© in hell, behold, thou art there. If 

>. I take the wings of the morning, 
B fog dwell in the uttermost parts 
_the sea; even there shall thy 
a nd lead me.’ There is no place 
a in all the universe where we can go 
_ to get away from God. The Psalm- 
ast meditates upon that, and then 
4 _ very interestingly his own thoughts 

_ turn to his existerice before he was 
born. He says, “Before I was born, 
4 in secret where the mysteries of 
_ life were, in the hidden parts, when 
: i F was being shaped, Lord, you 

_ knew all about it, You knew the 
_ color of my hair and my eyes, my 
i stature, my height, my size. O God, 
you knew all these things.” The 
‘sSalmist thrills in this glory, and 
1 the knowledge of the presence 
God in his life and his being. 
urely, Lord, such thoughts are 
cious 2 Indeed they are! In the 
VE y center of such a meditation, 
ee shi at the very climax of his ex- 
‘ultation, the Psalmist. says, verse 
19 ory thou wilt slay the wick- 


» 
ye that statement at this 
part F point’: Why, in the midst 
of Ps m that is so filled with the 
wag é nee cat the Lord, does the 


Psalm? We find a magnificent con-. 


-and iniquity; and because He hates 


Tly, aria shoul 


in nis t declare, amy thou wilt | 


ee 


considering the reality of sin in 
this world, and God’s attitude to- 
ward it? “Surely, Lord, thou wilt 
dispose of the wicked, " exclaimed 
the Psalmist. A holy, righteous, 
and just God must deal with sin. 
That is where the Psalmist comes 
in his meditation. You cannot con- 
sider God and think of His great- 
ness and power without realizing 
that, as a Holy God, He cannot 
tolerate sin. He must judge it. So 
the Psalmist says, ‘Surely... thou. 
wilt slay the wicked, O God.” 

The Psalmist then moves ahead. 
He says, “If God slays the wicked; 
if God cannot have fellowship with 
the wicked; neither can I.’ He 
realizes that he belongs to a Holy 
God, and he must be holy too. “Be 
ye holy, for I am holy.” The next 
sentence is inevitable, “Depart 
from me therefore, ye bloody men,” 
or “ye wicked men.” Verse 20, “For 
they speak against thee wickedly, 
and thine enemies take thy name 
in vain,’’ The brotherhood.of man 
and the fatherhood of God are not 
in this Psalm. They are not in 
God’s Word. The Psalmist says, 
“Here they are; I hear them blas- 
pheme. These wicked men are the 
enemies of ag. lg God. They 
speak against Him; they do not 
trust Him; they denounce Him; 
they doubt Him; they have no use 
for Him; they have no respect for 
His law; they have no recognition 
whatsoever of His Son; All they do 
is to take His name in vain.’”’ The 
Psalmist describes these men, and 
then he declares in verse 21, “Do 
not I hate them, O Lord, that hate 
thee? and.am not'I grieved with 
those that rise up against thee?”’ 
We should stop now, and consider 
other passages of Scripture which 
emphasize this same message. 


In the eighteenth chapter of Exo- 
dus, verse 21, we read that Moses. 
had so much to do that he could 
not look after the people. So his 
his father -in-law gave him some 
advice; “Moveover thou shalt pro- 
vide out of all the people able 
men, such as fear God, men of 
truth, hating covetousness; and 
place such over them.” In Deu- 
teronomy 16:22, Moses says, “Nei- 
ther shalt thou set thee up any 
image; which the Lord thy God 
hateth.” He is speaking there of 
graven images, of idols. He is 
speaking of lifting up an image 
and bowing down to it. All this God 
hates. Yes, God hates. The im-, 
plication of all that we hear about 
Christians not hating is that we do 
not have a God that hates. But we 
have. We have a God who absolute- 
ly hates wickedness. He hates sin 


it, His people must hate it. Be- 
cause He is against it, His people 
must be against it. 

In II Chronicles 19:2 the proph- 
et rebukes the king, “Shouldest 
thou help the ungodly, and love 
them that hate the Lord?” Should 
you?’ Should» youshovecthe “titigod- 
‘you help them that 
hate the Lord? “The answer is 
“No.” In the Sermon on the Mount, 


to bless them that curse us,’ to 
do good to them that hurt us, 
and to pray for them that despitely 
use us. This does not mean that we 
are to go out and help our enemy 
do his work, but to pray for him. 
We are to give a witness before 
him, but we cannot aid him so that 
his wicked deeds increase..To love 
the enemy means to desire his sal- 
vation, but not to be a partaker of 
his deeds. 


-In Proverbs 6:16, we find this 
statement: “These six things doth 
the Lord hate: yea, seven. are an 
abomination unto him: A proud 
look, a lying tongue, and hands 
that shed innocent blood, an heart 
that deviseth wicked imaginations, 
feet that be swift in running to 
mischief, a false witness that 
speaketh lies, and he that soweth 
discord among brethren.” God 
hates those things. Isn’t it wonder- 
ful that He hates them! So must 
we. 

In Proverbs 8:13, you find, for 
instance, ““The fear of the Lord 
is — the beginning of wisdom”? 
No, that is not what that verse 
says. It reads, “The fear of the 
Lord is to hate evil: pride, and 
arrogancy, and the evil way, and 
the froward mouth, do I hate.” 
Did you know that was in the Bi- 
ble? We often quote the verse, 
“The fear of the Lord is the begin- 


ning of Ee etch but here the 
that the fear of the 
prophet ate evil. The 


of vision and the hating of e 
are one and the same: | 


stn 


we are told to love our enemies,’ 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
‘wicked man is iontlisome, and’ 
cometh to shame.’ If you are a real 
Christian man who loves the Lord 
Jesus Christ, you hate lying; and 
when the temptation comes for you 
to tell a lie, as it comes over and 
over &gain in our experiences with 
one another, just as sure as you 
attempt to do it, some little voice 


mind will say, “Tell the truth, tell 
the truth, tell the truth. Hate lying. 
If we really hate lying as we ought 
to hate it, we never would lie. A 
lie is sin! 

‘ The Book of Psalms is so full of 
these passages we cannot begin to 
touch them, but turn to Psalm 119, 
the great Psalm which exalts the 
Word of the Lord, verse 104: 
“Through thy precepts I get under- 
standing: therefore I hate every 
false way.’ Notice verse 113: “I 
hate vain thoughts: but thy law 
do I love.’”’ And then turn to verse 
128: “Therefore I esteem all thy 
precepts concerning all things to be 
right; and I hate every false way.” 
Read verse’163: “I hate and abhor 
lying; but thy law do I love.” Did 
you know this emphasis was in 
the Word as it is? It runs all 
through it. : 

In the first chapter of the proph-: 
ecy of Isaiah Almighty God is 
speaking to the apostasy of that 
day. In verse 14, we read, “Your 
new moons and your appointed 
feasts my soul hateth: they are a 
trouble unto me; I am weary to 
bear them.” This sinful worship, 
God hates. He hates the modernist 
churches. In Zechariah 8:17, you 
find -tnis same thing emphasized 
again: “And let none of you im- 
agine evil in your hearts against 
his neighbour; and: love no false 
oath: for all these are things that 
I hate, saith the Lord.’ The Lord 
Jesus Christ, speaking: «through 
Jude, in verse 3, says. that we are 
to hate even the garments spotted 
by the flesh. That is enough. The 
Psalmist sums it all up in our text: 
“T hate them with perfect hatred: 
I count them mine enemies.” 


Now notice: the most striking 
thing. Turn back to Psalm 139 
again. At the close of that Psalm, 
after the Psalmist declares that he 
counts the enemies of the Lord his 
enemies, he says in verses 23 and 
24, “Search me, O God, and know 
my heart: try me and know my 
thoughts: and see, if there be any 
wicked way in me.” Think of it! 
After he has emphasized, ‘I hate 
them with a perfect hatred: I 
count them mine enemies,’’ he says, 
“Lord, here I am. Search me and 
see if there is the slightest iniq- 
uity in my heart in this matter.’’ 

It is not sin to hate with a per- 
fect hatred. That is the proposition, 
and it is supported here in the 
Word of God. 


ll. It Is Not Sin to hate Evil 


The second proposition that I 
said“we would emphasize this morn- 
ing from this passage is that it is 
not to hate evil. That puts it 
in the affirmative. I know that we 
are not immune from the Devil’s 
propaganda, because it comes to us 
from every angle today, but so 
many good folk have the general 
feeling that preaching should be 
positive, that it should never be 
negative! But God’s people should 
denounce or attack any evil. 

Almighty God, speaking through 
the lips of the Psalmist, speaking 
throughout all His Word says, “I 
hate evil.” And He does not just 
say, “I hate.” He tells you what 
He hates: He does not say that He 
is against something, but He sin- 
gles the thing out, and tells why 
He is against it. He always does. 
So did the prophets of old. Their 
duty was to lift up their voices 
like trumpets, to cry aloud, not to 
spare, but to show God’s people 
their transgressions and the house 
of Jacob their sin. 

I had an experience a short time 
ago in one of our homes, where a 
number of*years ago, before this 
particular woman had come into 
the knowledge of the Lord, she had 
had some terrible experiences with 
liquor. I will never forget the ex- 
pression of that woman’s face, 
when, after she told me of her ex- 
perience, she said, “Mr. McIntire, I 
hate liquor.” And I said to my soul, 
“Praise the Lord.” People ought 
to realize that that is what needs 
to be done in regard to such things. 
She did not hesitate to name liq- 
uor. Yet she was being very nega- 


‘tive — | liquor! 

We char ao olin people say- 
ing, “Oh, well, let’s not- denounce 
anything. it is wrong to do that 


Proverbs 13:5, deciares,. th 


rane oe aphets lying: but a 


sort of thing.” Let me just give an 
illustration or 


two of what we 


mean hy this, Suppose we had 


We won’t mention it. We won't 


back inside of your heart and your | 


EE 


pottles up in the medicine closet, 
and these bottles were filled with 
milk, but in one of them there was 
some poison. You say, “We are not 
going to mark that poison at -all. 


name it. We will just say that there 
is some milk in the closet.’ It is 
absurd to think even for an instant 
that that poison ought not to be 
labelled in red letters and under- 
scored with a crogs;Hones and skull, 
so that people won’t take it! 


S week, we read of how out 
there on the Western Coast some 
forty-five inmates of an institution 
were killed because somebody got 
poison in their food. According to 
the first reports I saw of it, they 
thought that perhaps some of the 
eggs which had been frozen had 
poison in them. When there was 
the slightest thought that there was 
poison in the eggs which were froz- 
en and delivered to that institu- 
tion up there in the Northwest, a 
similar institution down in Georgia 
forbid any eggs being served un- 
til they could find out wheth- 
er there was any poison in their 
f£ee2s, which were frozen eggs, too. 
That is good sense. I think, how- 
ever, that they found out that the 
poison was’in something else. But 
the men who were investigating 
the matter did not stop until the 
found the poison, until they could} 
name. the poison, until they could 
say, “this is what killed’ these peo- 
ple. Beware!” The. investigation 
was negative. But some would Say 
they should never have dénounced, 
or even mentioned the poisén which 
killed the people! 

Now, that is the sort of, thing 
that men-do not want:'to see in the 
Christian faith, and yet itis there. 
God loves righteougness and hates } 
iniquity, “therefore “God, thy God, 
hath anointed thee “with the oil of 
gladness. ” Wouldn’t it be astonish- 
ing, if we should go: down the:high- 
way and somebody should ‘tell us, 
“there are four bridges ahead.. Now 
one of the bridges is out, but we 
are not going to be se cruel as to 
mention it. We just*won’t tell you 
which bridge is out. Go.on, go your 
way. Four bridges — one of them } 
is out. We won’t mention it. We 
won't tell you about it.” It is rid- 
iculous. It is insane. What has 
come into the thinking of many 
must not mention it. Yéuw»must not 
point it out. You must not speak 
of it! 

A woman ‘has a darling little 
baby that God has laid in her arms. 
She lives out in the country. She 
has a little nursery for the baby. 
He is in his bed, tenderly tucked 
there, and the mother comes in.) 
She finds that a snake has found 
its way into the cradle and has 
poisoned her baby, and the baby 
has died. Do you-think that mother 
loves that snake? No, she hates it, 
and she should hate it. She has a 
right to hate it, every right in the 
world, That snake is the enemy: of 
her family, her child, It killed her 
child. 

We are now at war. The Ameri- 
can people ought to hate this wick- 
ed thing which has risen up against 
us, this wicked thing represented in 
the tyranny of Nazism and Fas- 
cism. It is wicked. It hates God. It 
denounces God. We must _ be 
against it. We must be against it 
to such an extent that we realize 
that when our boys go out to fight 
they are fighting in a just and no- 
ble cause for righteousness. Where 
is the fight, the bulwark, the steel 
in the minds and the hearts of men 
who are called Christians today? It 
would be there, beloved, if men 
knew the Bible! : 

You know, I hate this race track 
here in Camden County. I do not 
have to tell you that! I hate it 
with a perfect hate. It is an enemy 
of this church. It is an enemy of 
this town. It is an enemy of every- 
thing that we hold dear. It exalts 
gambling. It exalts wickedness. 
God’s people should hate it so thor- 
ot hly and so completely that they 

have nothing to do with it. “I 
baby them with a perfect hatred,” 
declares the Psalmist. 
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see me, He is a m 
church. He lives in a city some dis- 
up here to see me, and he said, 
“Mr. McIntire, I want to talk to 
you. I am greatly troubled. 
I must leave the church.” n he 
began to tell me about an expe- 
rience he had. A young preacher 
was brought into the. Presbytery. 
who openly said that he did not 
believe the Virgin Birth. He openl 
doubted whether Jesus was raise 
from the dead. He had doubts 
about the deity of Christ, and my 
friend Said, ‘I saw them take that 
young man, and put their hands on 
him, and say, ‘You are equipped to 
go out and: preach Christ.’” He 
said, “It sent a chill all over me. 
Now, I have learned that men of 
that calibre are the men that they 
are pushing ahead, and that it does 
not fare well with men of my 
calibre, who believe the great 
truths of the faith, I have come to 
the place where I realize what an 
awful iniquity such a thing is, I 
can’t stay with it, and I want you 
to help me get out.” So I told him 
how. % 


If only God’s people would come 
to the place where they realize how 
awful sin is, how wicked unbelief 
is, and what it does to a people. It 


y. takes away.their backbone; it 


‘takes away their courage and their 
faith; and it leaves them confused 

and helpless before their enemy. 
That is why thé Psalmist says in 
this wonderful Psalm, “I hate them 
with a perfect hatred.” 


Now, I think we must emphasize 
one thing as we close. What do we 
mean by the. “perfect hatred’? 
Does. it mean that we just hate 


we hate the things that they -rep- 
resent, the things for which they 
stand. We cannot fellowship with 
them. We cannot be with them. We 
cannot help them. But we‘can hold 
up before them that which will 
help them. ‘And, my friends, there 
is. only one thing that can help 
the enemies of the Lord. You can- 
not: help them; and there is no use 
in our .trying to help them. Only 
the grace of God ean help them. 
That is all. Do you realize that if 
it were not for God’s grace and 
mercy; we would be consumed? 
God in His mysterious and His 
glorious grace, the God who de- 


could have no use for the wicked, 
that’God provided a way in which 
the -wieked could be saved and 
justified by coming and putting 
their faith and their trust in the 
Son of God who died for them. 


A perfect hatred of wickedness 
is a hatred which involves in it a 
desire that the enemy may be con- 
verted. When I read of the pro- 
gram that our modernistic preach- 


war, it seems to me that what they 
want is to take Hitler and his men 
and put them off somewhere in 
some nice palace, where they would 
have butlers and maids and com- 
forts of every kind the rest of their 
lives. We must not hate them, they 
say. Oh, my beloved friends, those 
who are the enemies of society and 
of righteousness cannot be molly- 
coddled. They must be judged and 
punished for their sin. You and I 
have no method whereby we can 


Then God in His grace and mercy 
will give them salvation if they 
will hear and believe. 


This is the forgotten aspect of 
the way everlasting. This is the as- 
pect of eternal life that is being 
forgotten along people everywhere, 
and if our land were filled with 
pulpits that would take a text like 
this and preach it, we would have 
soldiers who would fight, and we 
would see righteousness and vic- 
tory. We would see a different life. 

“T hate thém with a perfect ha- 


“We love the Lord Jesus Christ. 
We love Him so much that we will 
hate the things He hates, and 
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them,. and that.werdo not want to. - . 
help ‘them? God forbid. It means — 


stroys the wicked, the God who — 


ers have for the ending of this 


redeem them. They must be judged. 
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